Teaching about Prayer - Week 1
Introduction: Have you ever wished you had someone to talk to who could understand? You do have someone you can talk to! You can talk to God! God can and will answer your prayers if you know Jesus as your Savior. (Show the "God Can!" and tell the children where it will be each day.) This week we will be talking about how we can talk to God - and about how God can answer! If you have special prayer request you'd like the club teachers to pray for, before and after club you can write them on a piece of paper (show paper) and put them in the "God Can!" We will pray for you and will not tell anyone else what you wrote about. (Teachers should be sure to pray privately for these requests.) 
Link: We can talk to God in Prayer! But what is Prayer?

What is prayer: (Give children a simple definition of prayer- talking to God about anything-praising and thanking Him, admitting when we sin, telling Him our needs or the needs of others, etc. Teach children an appropriate physical position for prayer- hands folded, eyes closed, head bowed to show respect for God and to eliminate distractions. Teach children how to begin and end a prayer- "Dear God" and "In Jesus' name. Amen") 
When and where can we pray: God is never too busy to hear your prayers- He loves to hear His children pray! You can pray anytime and anywhere. (Give examples.) 
What is a quiet time: (Give children a simple definition of a quite time- spending some special time alone with God reading His Word and talking to Him in prayer. Encourage children to set aside their own special time to talk to God and read His Word each day.) 
Ask if one or two children would like to share the request they put in the "God Can!" Take time to pray for those requests.
Teaching about Prayer - Week 2
Introduction: (Hold up the "God Can!) Who remembers what this is for? (Let children share.) Yes, the "God Can!" remind us that God can answer prayer! You can put your prayer requests into the "God Can!" and we will pray for them. Did any of you write something last week? (Allow response.) Great!
Link: (Briefly review last week’s teaching.)
Who can pray: Anyone can pray but only God 's children can expect answers to their prayers. For those who are not yet children of God, the first prayer God promises to answer is the one when a person tells God he believes in (trusts) Jesus as his Savior. He will always answer that prayer, "Yes!" 
Confessing your sin: Even after you have believed in Jesus as your Savior, you will sometimes sin. That sin will keep you from feeling close to God, your heavenly Father. You may not feel like praying for a while. When that happens, tell God you have sinned and you are sorry. Ask Him to help you keep from sinning. He will forgive you and help you. You will enjoy talking with Him in prayer again. 1 John 1:9 says, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."  

Ask if one or two children would like to share the request they put in the "God Can!" Take time to pray for those requests.
Teaching about Prayer - Week 3
Introduction:  When you have trouble or problems or just feel sad, who can you talk to? That's right- God! If you know Jesus as your Savior, God can and will answer your prayers. That's why we have the "God Can!" - to remind us that God is all-powerful and He can answer us! 

Link: (Briefly review prayer teaching from the past two weeks.) 

Praising and thanking God:  Prayer isn't just asking God for things. It's telling Him how wonderful He is and thanking Him for all He has done for you. The book of Psalms in the Bible can help you praise Him. For example, Psalm 145:8-9 says, "The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. The Lord is good to all." 

Ask one or two children to name something great about God. Then ask one or two to name something they are thankful for. Close in prayer, praising and thanking God for the things the children have mentioned.
Teaching about Prayer - Week 4
Introduction: When you meet someone who needs to know Jesus as his Savior, what's one thing you can do for him? (Allow response.) Yes, one of the most important things you can do is pray for him. And God can answer! (Show "God Can!") Have any of you seen God answer your prayers this week? (Allow response.) Great! 
Link: (Briefly review prayer teaching from the past three weeks.) 
Other prayer requests: (Mention things to pray for that have not yet came up in your club; e.g., opportunities, courage and the words to say to tell people about Jesus. Children can pray for wisdom to know what to do when they have tough choices to make or are in difficult situations.) 
God's answer to prayer: In His goodness to us God answers either yes, no or wait to our requests; 

God answers YES when it is best for you. 


God answers NO when what you want is not best for you. 
many times he will provide something else. 


God answers WAIT when what you want would be better at 
another time. 
A prayer notebook: (Encourage children to keep a notebook, writing down what the Lord is teaching them during their quiet time. Encourage children to keep track of their prayer request and God's answers.) 

Ask if one or two children would like to share the request they put in the "God Can!" Take time to prayer for those requests and for prayer requests mentioned above.

